
DOCONINT 8E808E%
.0

ED 149 887
,.

..

't 2C 010 280 . r

AUTHOR, Lee, John B.; Malgoir , Mary, A;
.

% ,..

TITLE The Distribution of Student Aid to Mexican American
.. . College Students 102-73.

iitYS-TITUTION' 'Stanford Research-Inst., Menlo Park, Calif.
PUB DATE 24 Jul 75
NOTE 13p.:' Paper prepared for the National Instituteon

"Access to Higher Educatith for the Mexican American" .

(Albuciuergue, New Mexico, July 24-2501975) A

EDRS PRICE MF-$0.83 HC -$1.67 Plus Postage.
DESCRIPTORS Census Figures; *College Students; *Federal Aid;

. 'Financial Support; Higher Education; *Mexican
Americans; *Population DistributiOn; *Student
Financial Aid; Tables -(Cate); york Study .Programs

ABSTRACT
Information is given on the number tf Mexican
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1972-73 fiscal operations forms filled,out ty student aid officers to
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The four tables show the total, state population for the live
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k'he charts in this paper provide information about the number of

,-

,"1
,... .-i' ,,-

1

Mexican American ,students'that'recieved 'aid from College Wbrk Study,

, il'

National'I/irect-Student.Loansiand-9 16plemental Education Grants in the

1972-73 school year. These programs provided nearly $90Q million of

.

aid-to low income students atotending' college. Mexican Americans

recieved 3% of the Guaranteed Student Loang in FY 1973, but there are

na further data about the ethnicity of iSL recipients. Even less infor-

mation is available about the ethnic background of Basic Grants reci-

pients.; Therefore, the tables do not include information on these two

programs. If all aid' were included, it would total over $2- billion. )

If access is defined as having the proportion of Mexican Americans

in college equal to, the proportion of Mexican Americans in the opulaflan,

then the nation fell, the expected mark. According to the 1970

, Census Mexican Americans comprised 4.6% of the population but 'only 3.2%

of the college population (See Table ,l). ID the definition of college

411,

attendance is limited to-
)

lull time studenteMexican Americans make up

.40

an *eVen smaller proportion c4 the student body: An estimated 1.5% ofd

the full time i'rgshmen were.ipentified as Mexican Americans during the

past scybol year. Thus, evidence indicates that Mexican, Americans are

more likely to attend college on apart' time basis than majority. group

et
s uAnts.

,Additiona1 evidence of inequity in access is the,fact that Mexican

Americans are more likely to attend community collegeS than state



,

'colleges and universities. Vurthermore,,only one in four Mexican

Ameriean students entering higher education actually graduate compafbd

to one in two for the majority population and one in 3.5 for Blacks.

(CEEB, 1973')

ryhe following points highlight the distriblaiOn of-the institutionally,

based aid programs to Mexican American students.

- Mexican Americans recieved $48 million of the $878 million in

the three student aid-programs. ,

- The average nnual award was higher for Mexi can Americans than

it was for a / students (Table 3)1:

7Mexican American recipient are slightly less likely to have a
direct loan and slightly re"likeli to recieve a Supplemental,

i grant than the average for all students. There is no difterence
a, in the distribution of College Work StdMy awards.

, Mexican Americans made up the following'percentages of the "total

aid recipients in each of the iftstitutional'types

Percentage of Aid Recipients

Who fere Mexican American Institutional Type-
.

2 year pubic

4 year public

4 xear private

'2 year private: A

- Over half the Mexican Amerioan students rec ieving aid ,aa* in

public colleges and universities (Table 4). '

r
ThisAeacriptive data is helpful in-understanding the distributiOn

A

of aid. However, the-relatlonship'between pie availability of student
..4'

.
I

. . ,
.

.

aid and student access to college is unclear. Acceea is determined by
..

. ,
... .,

. .
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diverse combination of factors includidgsthq.availabilitTof afi.apprO-

priate institution, family attitudes, general labor mark& conditiont

an4 the dumber of people draftedeach month. Additional research is

required before .the relationship of student aid and student access can

be Inalyzed. .
. .

The tables that follow are based on the 1970 Census and the 1972-73

fiscalOperationsgforms filled out by student aid officers to account,..
.

.
fOr federal funds spent in their college for student aid

:/ . . . .

In all instances the reference documents 'use-the identifying label

. .

-"Spanish". For:this reason all the tables use this term. ,

,

1 ....."

ons of the Spanish. The CensVs has established three defiditif thish Heritag7 - .

.

population HR.& column 1 pf Table 1).' In the five southwestern States--
e

11.

.Arizona, iew Me:hco,,Texas, Colorado and Californiathe Spanish Heritage

population includes persons of Spanish language add persons of Spanish

surname. Spanish surnames were identified by.i liit of over 8,000

Spanish surnames originally compiled-by the Imm4ration and Naturaliza-

tion Service and updated ley the Census. Persons of Spanish language

include persons. of Spanish mother tongue ancliall other,persOns in ,famtlies.

in which. the head or wife report Spanish as his or her, mother tongue.

In thetbree Middle Atlantid states--New York New Jersey and Pennsylvani

the Census defines the Spanish Heritage populatipm_as perhons torn in

f

Puerto Rico anepersons who have at least one parent 'born in:-Puerto Rico.

- , 1

For all other sta es Spanish He
.

1

tlige'indicates persons Of Spanish
.

,1

- language only.

1 y 4 5'

.4
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Table 1 shows 'the pprcentage of persons defined as Spanish

An three populAtion groups: the total State populatibn; the 3 to 34 year
fi

old college. population; and'the College aid-recipient populAtioh. This
0

information is presented for the fivesoutliwestern states and 0,/acted

states with suhstantikt.Spanish populations;:. the data represent approxi-

mately 80 %,of the Spanish heritage population in the United States, The

qtates are presented in descending, order according to the proportion of

-

Spanish Heritage persons-in the state. Data on the total population

and the college population (coluins 1 through 4), wereobtained from the

1970 Census of the Population. Data in coluMns 5 and.6 were obtained

from finSncial aid officer reports for the 1972-73-school year.

Thus, for the first five states in Table 1, the southwestern states,
.

the Spanish Heritage population (column) is more br5adly defined than
.

.
.

the Spanish language population (Column 4). In Floridan nd Wyoming. the

Spanish Heritage population is identcal.to the Spanish /language popu

lation. And finally, .in New York bot\i. Spanish Herit
, .

e and Spanish

language indicate persons of Puerto Rican birth or p entage."
. ,1

. In all states Spakilh'ai=rbcipients (iplumn 6) are those persons

of Spanish ethnicity as determined by each College's figancial aid-

adoer: There is no way to determine the'validit5i of this information
7/ ,

,

Or the extent to which it.compates to Census infrmation. In most
.11

'instances an Aid-officer processes documents which indicate self-disclosed
.

ethnicity.

1111

6
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Table.'2 shows the diOtribution of'Spanish aid-recipients across'

",tyiles of institutions' during. the 1972 -73 schpol year. The_da'Oa represent

unduplicated aid-recipients. Table 3 is the per'Tecapiedt award and

Table 4. shows ti.1 distribution of aid-recipients by institutional 'types.
V

I '



TABLE 1

A

State,

.Total Population

1970

PERCENTAGE OF SPANISH` PERSONS IN THE TOTAL POPULATION, IN THE

COLLEGE POPULATION AND IN THE COLLEGE AID-RECIPIENT-POPULATION

IN 'HEAVILY- SPANISH POPULATED STATES

% Persons of Total'College -% Spanish Language*
.

SunishAeritage* Student'opulation,Co1lege Students

(N) 1970 1970 . (N) 1970 )

Total Aid

Recipients

1972-1973

% Spanish Aid.

Recipients
(N) 19.72 -73

\
4

\996,151-Total U.S. ,203,212,877 .4.57% ' -6,930,033' :3.21% 5%05%

(9;294,509) (222,611) (50,349)
,

NO/ Mexico 1,016,000 40.09 34,144 24.90 6,332 46.37

(407,286) (8,501) (2,936)

Arizona 1,770,900 18.82 72,142 10,53 9,230 6.73

(333,349) ( 596) (1e755)

Texas 11,195,431 18.40 350,668 10.39 50,253 .. 19.90' .1*

(2,059,671) (36,428) (10,002)

\ California / 19,97,715 15.54' 892,994 10.01 81,63 18: 7

(3,101,589) (89,3;7). (1 ,924)

Colorado 2,207,259 12.98 101,166 6`.14 16,197 18'752

(286,467) (6,210) ,(3,000)

Florida` 6,789,412 6.65 189,24' 6.87 26.989 17.05
.

(451,382) (12,993)
_

(1,903)
!

Wyoming .3n,416 5.58 11,730 2.05 2,112 7.05

(18,551) (241) (106)

New York** 18,236,951 4.78 659,289 38 85,354 4 7.03

(472,471Y (0,997) (5 997)

Sum (% of - 61,506,084 7,530,766. 2,311,380'- 170,443 278,154 40,623

Total U.S.) (30.27%) (81.02%) - ,.(33.35%) (76.57%) '(27.92%) (80.68%)

1,For a description of the Danish heritage and Spanish language populations,seethe text. ,

**Census data in coluMns 1 through 4 reports persons of Puerto Rican birth or parentage only. However, in columns 5
.

and 6 aid recipients 1-e SPanish'as reported by thle student aid offiCer.

i '7

-.Source: '1970 Census of Population and Financial Aid Officer Reports irom the.I972-1973 school year.

I.



Table 2
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4fr

NUMBER OF SPANISH AID RECIPIENTS BY' INSTITUTIONAL TYPE

FOR THE 19/2-1973 SCHOOLYEAR

Institution Type Total

Public Public Private' .Spanis4.4Aid-
.

State 4-Year 2-Year. &4 Year Recipients

. . .

Total U. S. 27,137- 14,603 10,609 % 50,349

Alabama 7 1 ' 17 25

Alaska 7 4 0 1 . 75

Arizona a 956 1 787 12 1,55

Arkansas 6 0' '. 7, 13
;

California" 7,421 5341

Colorado . .2,336 534

. .
Connecticut d 136 '

A
56

Delaware 15
1:

0

0 1

Florida ,529% ,832

Geo c
tgia 1$ 2

On,
. .

\Hawaii - 0 2

'Idaho 1 83 39

...
N.

Illinois N 241

Indiana 272
3.

'Iowa 61,- 13
)

.
-

I

is

2,162

130

232

14,9240

3,opO

424'I

!

- 10 25

. 91 92'

542 1 1,903

27 77

'c''' 6 ' 8
N.

6 128

624 1,437

166 441
if

27 101

*
Ethnic group was determined by indiyiduallStudent Aid Oiiicers..In most cases

personal InterViewswrere made-orltie Opportunity to obtain student self-reports

was available.

.4N
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. Table 2

- NUMBER OF SPANISH
*
AID RECIPIENTSBY INSTITUTIONAL TYPE'

) FOR THE 1972-1973 SCHOOL.YEAR

C

. \

../

/=. ,, \
\

.

'S'tate _.

.

- .

.

.....

Institution Type ti

....
r

' Total

Public

- 4- Year'.

PUbliC

2-Year ..2

Porivate

& 4 Year

Z8Ranish Aid ,

Recipients

Kansas J 142 49'
,

85', 276 I

Kentucky 8 0 44 52 .;

Louisiana , 64 3 69 136 IL

Maine 1 4' 1 19 21
4 1

Maryland 60 7 73 140

Massachusetts 34 23 372 4290

4,1

Michigan 530. 189 ' 95. i 814

MinnQsota 92 3 ) 74 169

Mississippi. 1 2 8 - 11

Missouri 44 26, 82 /12
Montana '34 2 i 13 49'

Nebra'ska 85 22 18 .125

Nevada . '50 "5 2I

New Hampshire 17 0 24 41!
`

New Jersey ' 1,045 334 281 1,660
.....

New Mexico
___34e, 72 . 354, 2,936 4

New York 3,899 - 279 1)819 5,997
\ .

.

* 0, .0.

Ethnic group was determined by idividual Student Aid Officers. .In blostcases

personal interviews:were madgor the opportunity to obtain student self-reports
was available.
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. .
1

#- . .,1.1 NUMBER qF . S.ANISH
*
'AID RECIPIENTS BY INSTITUTIONAL TYPE

' .. - -,` e r'OR THE 1973-1973 SCHOOL YEAR "4

e.4N. 1.' .' 0°

. 4.;.

,. y.

.
so.

l
./

.
,

,

Total'I Institution Type''61 .

o
. Public . PubliC Private Spanish Aid

4

State -t' 4-Year 2-ear 2, & 4 Year Recfpients /.

:North Carolina 50 7 43
),

.

North Dakota ' 8 1 0 ? ',

Ohio
. /.33 <' 87 :21.9 ,-:

Oklahoma 411 , 68
, 35 . 36, '44139

19,0

11

499

ii.

Oregon '',, 11

Pennsylfanra
.

. Rho.de Isla
,

SO4.11 Carolina

r South Dakota,

Tfnnesseq
. -

Texas

-Utah

_ Vermont
,..-

, 'Virginia

.1 P
N.,. 216' 110 ' 67 , 393

- .

105 -.55 : 183
.. (

.
.

9, - 0 -- 32 41.
..

1 0 i.
. 6

..
7

8 0 .6 4 14 :
. . 1

40 4014 0, le
/-

-

.
, 4,687 ' 3,096 2;219 1,002

, :262 56

.

21 339_,

11 0 . 16 ' 27
/. ,,

. '28 19 . ' .30 i7.
,

. .. i ,.
. ' -

pronnterview were made oryhe opportunity.

")-, .

t 343
1

WashingtOn x ..* r; '337 116 90'. 343f 4, .,.. .

WesfVirginia 1 0
3? /3/

k'

listonSin . .41 171 - 12. . 59: '.. ,!,.42,
.

6
itsoMilag

.,
-66

.

40 0 .°
.( r :

s: ,,4
.. 1

.\
..-,

i

*
iEthatc grqup was.:.determiined.by ndividUalStUdent, Aid Oiffcers In mbst.cases,

'. 0* Obtain student self-:reports
Ewes altailabls. 4.4

*\4
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Table 3

'

NATIONAL,AVERAGE'AID PER .STUDENT

(JJndupItcated Recipient):. 1972-73

'Average Aid for

Inititutional Type Mexican American'Recipients

Public` 44

Public 2

4

Private 2

Weighted.Average.,

101.3.

-e

Table 4

DISTISISUTIO F AIDED STUDE

' , FOR THE, NAB

#

-

. .

AverageAid for
Student Aid Recipients'

$ 863 :

$ 685

$ 1010

'$ 889

' $ 886

Aff

INST/TUTIONAL TYPE

Institutional 'type Mexican-Amer ic a n Recipients., All Student tRecipients
714*

Public 4'8 54% 51%
.

Pullic 2 , 25% 15%7

Private 4 20% 32%
.

PriNiate'2 1%

100% .100%
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